
Sutton Farmstead ~1848 - ~ 1947 
and other Iron Creek neighbors 

Compiled by Sybil Kolon 3/12/2023 

Documents and personal accounts collected to date about 11703 Noggles 

Road, Manchester Township, Washtenaw County, Michigan 48158 

Date unknown - Sutton Farmhouse circa 1900 



Richard Sutton returned to Michigan in 1856 

after three years of not getting rich in the 

Gold Rush.  His letters home were saved and 

used to create the story of his western      

adventures (above). 

Richard and his fifth wife, Ann Matthews 

Sutton, built the original two-story section 

of the farmhouse at 11703 Noggles Road in 

about 1858.   

The Iron Creek and Nichols School account 

(left) was written by Jesse Allen in 1947, the 

niece of Richard’s wife.  Jesse moved there 

in about 1870.  Jesse and other relatives 

were nearby neighbors.  Her classmates in-

cluded one of Richard Sutton’s children, 

Grant, who took over the farmstead after his 

father died. 

Richard Sutton  1812-1884 about 1856 



1874 plat map, southwest Manchester Township, highlighting several neighbors listed in 

the Iron Creek and Nichols School account of the 1870s.  Notice the Nichols School 

House on the north side of Wellwood, just west of Noggles 

Grant Sutton Family, about 1902 - the 

little girl in the front was born in 1898. 

Remodeling by Louis & Rose Kolongowski 

about 1949 



  Jesse Bowins Sutton & Grant Sutton        

  1890 

Three Emma’s:  Emma Wolff, Emma Fielder 

and Emma Buell in the 1940s.  [I plan to re-

search when Emma Fielder lived there, she 

would be seen smoking a pipe on her porch] 

Grant was about 16 when his father died in 1884.  

His two older brothers had likely moved out by 

then.  He had two younger siblings and likely   

became “the man of the house.”  His mother, 

Ann, eventually moved into Manchester.  That 

may have coincided with Grant’s marriage to Sa-

rah “Jesse” Bowins on Christmas day, 1889, as 

they raised their children in the same house. 

[need to check 1900 census; & others] 

Neighborhood lore has it that the log 

cabin at right resided at three loca-

tions along Noggles Road: 1) one mile 

north of Wellwood, just south of the 

major curve; 2) across from the 

Sutton farmhouse; and 3) at what is 

now 11993 Noggles Road, about a 

quarter mile north of Wellwood 

The 1870 census shows Richard’s old-

est son, Edward, and his wife, lived 

just north of them.  Unless is was 

right next to them, the next habitable 

site is at 11677 Noggles Road, where 

a few old bricks and pottery shards 

were found during excavation in 

1982. 



Rose Kolongowski with work crew ~1949 

Mid-1960s - notice small pine trees in front
2022 - pine trees ~72 years old 

1950s - grandchildren visiting. 


